“Where Do You Stand?” - Classroom Discussions (Harvey Green)

Student Generated Discussion Rules: Question: What do you think is important to have as class debate/discussion rules to achieve good political discussions in our classroom?  (Write down what you thinks are good rules.) Class agrees on basic rules for discussion- Teacher records the results.
Period 4 Class Rules.

· Be courteous of the speakers

· Raise your hand to speak, and do not interrupt the speaker before you are recognized.

· All class members have equal speaking rights.

· When you speak, stay on the topic.

· Don’t use put-downs. Talk to the issue, not the people who disagree with you.

Procedures:

   Post/project a position statement on an issue for the students to individually explain their position/reaction to the statement.  Ask them to provide details, and support for their position.  

   Examples of position statements for discussion:

· A large military budget should be the number one government priority. Strength through superior fire power should be our motto.  

· There should be a Constitutional Amendment banning the burning of the US flag.

· Abortion should be banned in the United States, unless the mother’s life is in danger.

  After the writing period, indicate where the students will be asked to stand in relation to their position statements.  The positions include: Strongly Agree / Slightly Agree / Convince Me (in the middle) / Slightly Disagree / Strongly Disagree -I have these labeled and hanging from the ceiling.   Ask the students to move to the position that best represents their viewpoint.

   When the students are in the continuum line, give them one minute to discuss their views with the people nearest to them, and make any degree adjustments based on the conviction of their opinions.  Next comes 30 second free speech (no interruptions), with the object of talking the “Convince Me” people to move to their side of the issue.  This takes the focus off the teacher. Reemphasize the posted class rules for discussion.
   When a student adjusts their position on the continuum (which they are encouraged to do if their opinion changes ), ask them to come up and explain why they made the move they did.  

    The result of this exercise allows students to initially explore and explain their viewpoints on issues, and is often a springboard to classroom coverage/reading to add depth and data to the issues discussed.

