AP Government and Politics (Mr. Green)
Special Interest Research Paper WITH Poster or Collage
Due on  Day 32 (Odd – 11/13 / Even – 11/14)
Credit: 50 points
Research one Interest Group that lobbies on a federal level, and write a four to five page paper on your discoveries.  Be sure to infuse your paper with information and terminology you have learned about Interest groups in chapter 11 of the text, and past and current articles from the reader.
To find an interest group, you can either refer to the lists of Public-Interest Law Firms (p. 277), Think Tanks in Washington (p.278)  

You can also check on the following websites:
A Directory of United States Lobbyists - http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/fac/kfountain/index.html 

Think Tank Directory Website - http://www.hks.harvard.edu/library/research/guides/think-tanks-directory.htm 
Scorecards for legislators and other politicians by Interest Groups
http://www.votesmart.org/issue_rating.php 
You should include the following in your paper (excluding specific items that do not pertain to your group):

· The Interest Group structure.
· Background history – When, Where, Why was it formed?

· What main interest(s) are the focus of your Interest Group?

· Lobbying efforts – Who do they lobby? Do they have an office in Washington D.C.? Who are their lobbyists, and what are they paid?  How much money do they spend on lobbying, and to whom?

· Is your interest group an institutional or membership interest group?  If a membership interest, what kinds of solidary and/or material incentives does it offer?
Try to contact you interest group either through email or phone..  Try to interview a person in the SIG’s office regarding the group’s successes, failures, structure – or anything you think can add to information you are gathering on your group (after you know something about the SIG. ) 

Finally, create a poster/collage which clearly represents the name of your group, what it represents or advocates, and its successes and failures.  Be prepared to share your report and poster/collage .
