 
 Warning: Several of the FRQs below have serious historical flaws.  Be sure to do your own research to fill in the gaps (Mr. Green)  
Neutrality FRQ#1
            Prior to American involvement in both the First and Second World Wars, the United Sates adopted an official policy of neutrality. During the period 1914-1917, America clearly wished to steer clear of a world war, but during the period 1939-1941, America foreign policy could not be called “isolationist.”
To begin, one policy of modification towards neutrality during the time period of 1914-1917(WWI) is the reaffirmation of the Monroe Doctrine. The doctrine stated that the U.S.A did not want any involvement in Europe’s affairs. This was one way the U.S. was showing Europe its take on trying to be neutral in the war. Another example of America taking a position on neutrality in WWI was President Wilson and America not actually being in the war, but still favoring the Allies and not the Central Powers. America had the back-up support needed and the Central Powers knew of this and did not like it. Also, the Sussex Pledge mad with Germany stated that they would not attack U.S. ships any larger, was a way for U.S. to get out of starting a war with the Central Powers by making “compromising” agreements. 
Second, in World War I, the U.S. had the Neutrality Act of 1939 which stated that European democracies could buy American war materials on a “cash n’ carries” basis. Although we were trying to stay neutral, we were still aiding to the war. By the 1940’s U.S. foreign policy could no longer be called “isolationist.” In 1940 Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) agreed to the Destroyer Deal with Britain. The Destroyer Deal was for the U.S. to transfer 50 destroyers to the British in exchange for 8 defensive base sites. The U.S. was trying to stay neutral for as long as they could while still keeping there ties with other countries. In 1941 the Lend Lease Act permitted the U.S. to “lend” armaments to democracies, manly England, if they needed them. Also in 1941 the Atlantic Charter Conference took place. FDR and the Winston Churchill the British prime minister came up with the 8-point Atlantic Charter which declared the Allies war aims. Over all, the U.S. was trying to stay neutral but in the end did not succeed.
Before WWI and WWII, America decided to have an official policy of neutrality. From 1914-1917 America decided to stay clear of the war, but from 1939-1941, America foreign policy could no longer be called “isolationist.”

Prompt #2: American Politics After World War II

Following World War II, the mid-twentieth century ideals impacted American politics in relation to the anticommunist movement and the counter-culture of women’s liberation.


The anticommunist movement played a significant role in the development of American politics in the 1940s and 1950s.  In the United States, there was a mass hysteria as a result of the surge of Communism throughout nations worldwide.  Stalin’s influence in Russia led to the spread of the Red Scare in the United States.  The Red Scare was the fear of the American people that Communism would spread to the United States.  For example, Joseph McCarthy intensified the fear by making countless claims about governmental officials and innocent citizens being Communist.  McCarthy was able to present his claims in such a convincing manner the people supported him even though he had no basis for his claims.  This resulted in the concept of McCarthyism, which is equivalent to witch-hunts for Communists.  Alger Hiss, was another example, in which, he was accused of conspiring with a Communist spy.  This situation caused American citizens to fear that an enemy could be found in any individual.  At this point, the people were beginning to show distrust in their government.  This distrust was shown through the formation of black lists, which were created for industries for background checks.  Furthermore, the government responded to this unwarranted response with the Committee on Un-American Activities.  This committee was used to investigate subversion; the government wanted to show that they were making an effort to fight the Communist influence in America.  Lastly, the Truman Doctrine was instated, which simply stated that the United States must contain Communism and not let is spread.  Although, the society had misgivings about politics, the government made a conscience effort to resolidify the trust by the people.  The 1940s and 1950s faced a new era of Communist fear, which deeply affected American politics.


In the 1960s women desired to have a more prominent role in society, which led to a counter-culture for the liberation of all women.  During a time of Cold War tensions, the youth found their voice through participating in various causes.  The Free Speech Movement inspired “New Left” groups, which spoke out against poverty, racism, and Cold War politics. Specifically, women were tired of their low status.  The Feminine Mystique written by Betty Freidan educated women that they too could hold a strong place in society and fight for legislative changes.  In addition, in the trial Roe vs. Wade on the issue controversial of abortion, the women were given the right to choose.  This was a huge step in government politics because it gave women something that was solely theirs.  The relationship between women and government was slowly progressing as seen through the Roe vs. Wade trial.  Finally, the National Organization of Women, also known as NOW, created by Betty Freidan was another contributing factor toward the advancement of women’s rights.  NOW sought to end discrimination in hiring, pay, college admissions, and financial aid.  Overall, it was a fight for legislative changes, which was reflected in the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), which was unsuccessful.  Through the efforts of NOW, the eyes of the government were once again opened to see that women were serious in the rights and goals that they wanted to achieve.  The leaders of NOW were truly intent on making a difference in the women’s role in politics.  In closing, women displayed fervor for new and equal rights in politics through various efforts.


Overall the American society was affected by World War II and was never the same again, both the anticommunism and the women’s liberation forced them to join together to support each other in times of fear and transition.  The anticommunist movement brought people together through the fear of unknown enemies in the American society.  Also, women joined hand across the nation to support their rights as independent and effective contributors to society.  The anticommunist movement and women’s liberation showed future generations that, through unification, changes can be made.   

Group FRQ# 3Containment of Communism 

During the period of 1945-1975, the United States became involved in Asian affairs.  The primary goal was to end communism and keep borders the same as they were. The containment of communism in Asia involved three different countries, China, Korea, and Vietnam. In the end, the United States was only minimally successful in reaching its goal of containing communism in Asia.

During the 1940s and 1950s, the Soviet Union had been slowly taking control of Japan, Korea, and China.  In China, the Soviet Union granted joint control over the railroads of China's Manchuria and special privileges in the two key seaports of that area, Dairen and Port Arthur.  This gave Stalin control over vital industrial centers of America's weakening Chinese ally.  The fan of Nationalist China saddened America because it made it one more communist opposition against America and all who were fighting against it.  The leader of China, Jiang Jieshi, was never in full control of all China. Communism in China was the product of internal Chinese forces which America tried to influence, but could not.  The Soviets took control over and influenced China ever so slowly that China did not realize that it was bending under the will of the Soviets and turning communist. America could not stop this spread of communism because it was so gradual that it did not prove to be a threat to the USA until it was too late.

From 1950-1953, the USA fought in the Korean War. By 1949, Korea was split between two rival regimes: the North and the South. On June 25, 1950 the North invaded the South crossing the 38th parallel. By September 14th, 1950 the South was cornered by the North near Pusan. President Truman used this as a reason to build up the military and began to fight back against the North with aid from the UN. By November 25, 1950 General McArthur had pushed his troops in the South almost to the tip of North Korea. This was the closest the USA and the UN got to getting rid of communism in Korea. However, thousands of Chinese “volunteers” pushed back the troops and in the end the Armistice line laid yet again on the 38th parallel. Technically, although the USA and UN were not successful in eliminating communism in Korea, they did succeed in containing its spreading to the South by reestablishing the 38th parallel.

Another example of attempted containment of communism is the war with Vietnam. The primary purpose of being in Vietnam was to prevent the further influence of Communism. The idea of the Domino Theory primarily came into play during the Eisenhower administration. The Domino Theory was the assumption that because Communism was entering Asia, if South Vietnam fell to Communism, the rest of the Asian countries would as well. And so containment (or “liberation” as Eisenhower would call it) began to take place in Vietnam. The United States entered the war as a way of aiding Vietnam, but they had underestimated the amount of effort needed there.  First, USA dismantled the government and instated Ngo Dinh Diem, who became a conflict rather than a resolution for his authoritarian-like government. Secondly, in 1954, the Geneva Accords were drawn, dividing South Vietnam (democratic) and North Vietnam (communist).As a result, war continued until the late 1960’s during the Nixon Administration. Nixon came up with idea of “Vietnamization” which simply meant that troops would gradually leave Vietnam to fight their own war. However, this also proved to be a failure with the capture of Saigon by the communists. As a result, the War Powers Act was created in 1973. It stated that no president was allowed to be militarily involved in an undeclared war and congressional approval was needed for troops which would be needed for more than sixty days. The end of the war marked a failure in the containment of Vietnam. Communism had fallen on half the country, which altered the borders, and convinced those of the south that Communism was better than having no real government. Thousands died, billions of dollars were lost, and America failed in its “liberation” goal for Vietnam.

So as one can see, Americas attempt for containment in Asia was, for the most part, a failure. The USA was only able to partially stop communism and in the end altered borders and damaged countries already in poverty. Lives were lost and millions of dollars were wasted on unrequired artillery. America might have been in the right to go help those in need and vanquish evil, but America lacked knowing how to properly abolish communism without causing complete chaos. Therefore, they only minimally succeeded in the containment of communism in Asia.   

McCarthyism: The Appeal of a Monster

A Group FRQ (#4

Just as dominoes all fall over in a quick set of events, communism takes over the world.  This paranoid paradigm is exactly what grabbed America in the wake of World War II and instigated the era known as McCarthyism. Strictly speaking, McCarthyism was a historical event which took place from 1947-1954. Figuratively, however, the term has come to mean much more than that. It is now a national term for the irrational persecution of a group or party. Joseph McCarthy, a United States senator, took advantage of the Cold War anti-communism frenzy to root out supposed "communists" and make them stand completely unfair trials. In hindsight, we wonder how the United States could ever have allowed this to happen—but the fact remains that McCarthyism had legitimate appeal given the circumstances of the time period. Because of its "unify through common hatred" strategy and broadening of the term communist, McCarthyism had significant appeal in 1940s America, both socially and politically. 

McCarthyism's social appeal was extremely important to its success; the American people were ready to manufacture a new scapegoat, and communists were the most practical offenders. By persecuting communists, the average American was accomplishing two things simultaneously: Finding an outlet for his or her Cold War frustrations, and strengthening national unity—however immorally. Anti-communism sentiment existed long before the 1940s, however. During the second Russian Revolution, communism became a noted form of government, and prompted what is now called the "Red Scare" of the 1920s. The Red Scare, headed by Mitchell Palmer, radically strived to eliminate communism in America. Over six thousand suspected communists were rounded up and persecuted. In fact, McCarthy was really a latter-day Palmer with slightly more modernized techniques, dismissing bombs and raids in favor of a tidier option: unconstitutional trials. These trials impacted social America in that it was able to overlook the injustices of Joseph McCarthy to lobby against communism and for supposed "American values". A manifestation of this is The Un-American Activities Committee, which made communism synonymous with anything anti-American. McCarthy's broadening of communism as a term undoubtedly affected the American citizen. Alger Hiss, a previous member of the New Deal programs and a loyal citizen, was convicted for being a communist by the Committee. Americans were already looking for someone to vilify; McCarthy simply took advantage of the situation. Using communism as a blanket term for anything wrong with social America was brilliant; it allowed him to make a complicated governmental theology easier to hate. The social appeal of McCarthyism was undoubtedly due to America's need for a new whipping boy, as well as McCarthy's lax definition of communism.  
The other important component of McCarthyism's appeal was political. When World War II ended, the Cold War began almost immediately.  From there on, a mass of fake trials and fictitious lists of people that were “threats” to America’s democracy would flourish and become the scapegoat of the country.  During World War II, America was united against a single enemy; and when a group of people is united, they are easy to control.  Because of this, America's objectives were easier to accomplish.  After the war, the government wanted to keep that power, and so therefore needed to find a new enemy.  Naturally, the choice was communism.  The first McCarthyist action was in 1947 when Truman ordered a search of 3 million federal employees to check for “security risks”.  Those who had “weaknesses”- such as previous involvement with communists- were dismissed because they would be easy to blackmail so the government could do what they want.  To further this communist-vilifying process, Senator Joseph McCarthy rose to the podium with a list of 200 known communists.  These “suspects” were tried in mock trials similar to those of the French Revolution, and McCarthy made sure the victims were always found guilty (unless they reported more “communists”).  The government bought into these unfair accusations because they realized that it struck trepidation into the hearts of the American people; which, in turn, gave the government the opportunity to be the peoples’ protector, giving the government more authority.  To gain further control, McCarthy supported the McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950 which mandated all communists to register with the attorney general.  This “security” act gave the government more power because now a “communist” could be easily caught, since they had to register, and the “communists” who didn’t register could now be punished for being communist and for not obeying the McCarran Internal Security Act.  These fear-striking actions were what made McCarthyism so attractive to America’s political scene in the post World War II era; it united the people against an enemy, which gave the government the control it can usually only dream of.

Clearly, McCarthyism drew significant appeal in the 1940s. However, it is important to note that it was not the first time such an egregious event occurred on American soil. The Salem Witch Trials were the first examples of this scapegoat-reviling national mentality. Again in the late 1800s and early 1900s, immigrants were given the worst treatment by a xenophobic America, demonstrated by many citizens' political affiliations with groups such as the Know-Nothing Party. Then, the aforementioned Red Scare of the early 20th century was the most recent predecessor to McCarthyism—still, it cannot be said that this was a singular event. McCarthyism appealed to America in the way that all previous events mentioned did. As a nation, America can only hope that we finally learn from this pattern and assure that such irrational persecution does not occur within our borders again. 
FRQ 6

Prompt: “1968 was a turning point for the United States.” To what extent is this an accurate assessment?  In your answer discuss TWO of the following : (National politics / Vietnam War / Civil Rights.) (AP 1998)

The year 1968 was an immense turning point for the United States in relation to the country’s involvement in the Vietnam War and the Civil Rights Movement. 


The United States involvement in the Vietnam War drastically changed in 1968 because of many of the federal government’s decisions associated with the war. The fact that 1968 was a turning point year was affected by the change of presidents that year. Nixon took office and immediately started making changes to the nation’s involvement in the Vietnam War. At the start of 1968, Nixon introduced the idea of “Vietnamization”, which stated that America would slowly remove the troops and let the South Vietnamese run their own country. Also, this was part of the Nixon Doctrine that was a turning point because it introduced the idea that countries would have to fight their own wars. This wasn’t a change from what Johnson had promised really. However, what made 1968 a turning point in the war was the Tet Offensive. With this the United States bombed 27 Vietnam cities and brought in 200,000 more troops. When Nixon went back on his word people started to go against the war, especially the silent majority, which led to a turning point.


The Civil Rights Movement was in full swing by 1968 and the year was full of change. It was a turning point year because the movement lost its leader when Martin Luther King Jr. was shot, but they still made great strides in the movement. MLK was assassinated which led to an increase in violence in the ghettos. Hence, it was a turning point from a non-violent Civil Rights Movement to a somewhat violent one because of the death of their non-violent leader. Also, it was a turning point for the nation overall opposing the idea of segregation of whites and blacks. This was seen in the 1968 election when the independent runner, Wallace, got almost no votes because he publicly stated he was for segregation. The fact that the nation as a whole disapproved of this showed a shift towards civil rights. Furthermore, it was a turning point year for civil rights because there was a large increase in blacks registering to vote. 
FRQ #8 “Truman”


As President Truman managed to almost always block the threat posed by the Soviet Union, to start reconstructing the war-torn world, and to take practical action relating to China, strikers, and civil rights, this statement is mostly valid, but certainly not always valid.


President Truman showed that he was well-prepared to fight the Communist threat in several ways.  When the Soviet Union blockaded West Berlin in an attempt to punish the West or force the city into Communism, Truman quickly responded with the Berlin Airlift, and kept it in effect until the Soviets backed down.  The threat of Communism spreading was proven by the Communist takeovers in Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia.  When Greece and Turkey were also on the verge of being taken over, Truman convinced Congress to send $400 million to the two countries, saving them and proving his ability to counter the Soviets.  Truman also showed his determination to counter the threat of Soviet subterfuge by creating the Central Intelligence Agency-the US’s spy network- and the National Security Council- a group of foreign affairs advisers for the president.  All these actions show the very real threat the Soviet Union posed, and how it was countered by Truman.


Truman showed he was a skillful leader in other ways that did not directly counter the Soviets.  The Marshall Plan, meant to rebuild Europe after World War Two, repaired Europe along with making sure Western Europe would ally with the United States.  The creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, a mutual defensive alliance with Western Europe, showed Truman’s ability to convince Congress it was necessary.  The Truman Doctrine, making it US policy to prevent Communist takeovers of foreign nations, was also an example of his skillful leadership.  However, his investigation of three million federal employees in attempt to find any association with “known Communists” or to find “moral” weaknesses showed his succumbing to the anti-Communist fever sweeping the nation, not skillful or wise leadership.  Doing nothing about McCarthy’s early campaigns against suspected Communists was also an example of how Truman could have led the country more skillfully than he did.  Truman, overall, was a skillful leader, but he had a few lapses in judgment that could have made him an even more skillful leader if he had made different decisions.


Truman, as the generalization states, was a realistic and pragmatic leader of the United States, for the most part.  During the Korean War, General MacArthur recommended a war against the Chinese to overthrow the Communists.  Truman showed he was a realistic president because he did not initiate a long war against the world’s most populous nation.  His later firing of MacArthur for insubordination, though perhaps required, showed he did not always take the consequences of his actions into account.  He also took a practical step towards the civil rights African Americans still required by convening the President’s Committee on Civil Rights- which called for an end to segregation and more enforcing of antilynching laws-, along with forbidding racial discrimination in federal employment, and desegregating the armed forces.  He showed some pragmatism in following the national mood to seize coal mines during a strike by the United Mine Workers, but didn’t realize the consequences of less popularity among labor, a large portion of his political party.  Truman was usually, but not always, a realistic, pragmatic president.


Harry S. Truman was generally a realistic, pragmatic President who could, but did not always, skillfully lead the American people against the menace posed by the Soviet Union.  This generalization is not entirely valid, because Truman was not always realistic or pragmatic and did not always lead skillfully.  However, he was usually realistic, almost always a skillful leader, and there was indeed a large threat from the Soviet Union, so this statement is mostly valid.

FRQ #8 - The Rise and Fall of Truman

Harry S. Truman came to the presidency in a time of extreme tension. World War II left in its wake a power vacuum in which communism came rushing, and it was Truman who was faced with the Red tide. In many ways, he led the American people against the Soviet threat skillfully; however, nearing the end of his regime he lost his leadership by fostering impractical paranoia. 

Near the beginning of his term, Truman’s policies were realistic and pragmatic. He was elected because of his “Four Points” program, which attempted to funnel financial support into poor and underdeveloped countries to keep them from becoming communist. Underdeveloped countries were the most likely to become communist because their governments were easily toppled by the powerful Soviets and communism held more appeal for the impoverished. This was all part of the “Containment Policy,” which stated that staunching the spread of Soviet power would also end the spread of communism. He also entered the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), which was germane in defending Democratic countries from the Soviets. The creed of this organization was that an attack on one NATO country was an attack on all, creating a formidable force. In keeping with NATO’s ideals, and those of containment under the Truman Doctrine, he implemented the Berlin Airlift, which kept West Berlin from toppling to the Soviet Union and communism. It also came off as a chivalrous action because he protected democracy and German individuals, which was a valuable addition to his public image. By maintaining his public image, he was able to successfully gain the support of the American people and therefore lead them in a crusade against Russia. 

However, as his term continued, this crusade escalated to a detrimental point. Under him, Joseph McCarthy began another Red Scare, wherein people rampantly accused one another of being communists. The atmosphere was already so charged with tension that McCarthy brought it to a raging paranoia that soon swept the nation. At the same time, eleven communists were convicted under the controversial Smith Act, and the case was upheld in Dennis v. United States in 1951. To further add to the panic, the United States exploded the hydrogen bomb, which began the arms race between America and the Soviet Union. Overall, the Cold War had begun, and intertwined with McCarthyism, the American public was overtaken with hysteria. To top it off, Truman then entered the Korean war, which lead to an increase in military spending four times over. General MacCarthur, under Truman, pushed back and forth across the 38th Parallel, and was eventually removed for insubordination. Between McCarthy and MacArthur, Truman’s subordinates were not contributing to his public image. Overall, he lost the trust of the American people as they witnessed the hysteria around them. Literary works like The Crucible and Fahrenheit 451 show the American public’s growing dissatisfaction with the direction of the government. In the sense, Truman was no longer successfully leading the people because they no longer supported him. He had allowed paranoia to run rampant domestically, then entered into an unpopular anti-communist war, further fueling the public’s discontent. 

All in all, Truman’s policies toward containment proved successful at the beginning of his term, but they came to intensify anti-communist sentiment to the point of hysteria. Once the American public realized the paranoid atmosphere that had been created around it with Truman officials like McCarthy and MacArthur, public opinion sharply declined. Essentially, it had gone too far, causing Truman’s leadership to crumble. 

Prompt 10


The 1920’s and 1950’s were vastly similar in regards to various literary developments and increasing intolerant attitudes. A main reason these eras were similar is because they each followed a word war, which impacted the American Society in nearly identical ways.
 Literary works of the 1920’s were similar to that of the 1950’s  because in each era there were books and poems that were based on American daily lives, appealed to the minorities, and revealed the effects of war on the American people. For example in the 1920’s  Sherwood Anderson wrote Winesberg, Ohio which described a small town life in America, where a boy named George grew out of his small town shell and grew independent from his families way of life. Meanwhile, he also had to deal with the increasing struggles of his hectic life. This is similar to Rabbit, Run, and Couples by John Updyke written in the 1950’s which also tells a story of the life of a man in a small town. The protagonist frequently experiences personal turmoil and responds to crises relating to religion and family obligations. Both books reveal that the 1920’s and the 1950’s were eras that followed a word war. Furthermore, the books described the daily life of an average, small town American citizen living during the tough economic times. Another type of literature that was written in each of these eras was the appeal to minorities living in the United States. In the 1920’s Theodore Dreiser wrote An American Tragedy which was about the murder of a pregnant working girl by her lover. This book appealed strongly to women, and showed that they were treated as slaves and considered not equal to men. Meanwhile in the 1950’s Lorraine Hansberry wrote A raisin in the sun which portrayed the lives of African Americans. Both of these literary works appealed to the troubles of women and African Americans otherwise known as the minorities of these eras. A final theme addressed by literary devices from each of the eras being discussed is the postwar feelings of the American People. For example, in the 1920’s Earnest Hemmingway wrote A Farewell to Arms which told a story of young people who were ruined by the disillusionment of World War one. It told the point of view of a lieutenant serving as an ambulance driver. He sees death and expresses a yearning to return to his wife and children living in the United States. Furthermore in the 1950’s  Joseph Heller wrote Catch 22 which tells the story of a man fighting during World War two and the impact of the war on his life following his return. These two novels both reveal the effects of war on the American people. Evidently, the 1920’s and 1950’s were extremely similar in regards to types of literary developments.
The 1920’s and the 1950’s were both largely similar in the fact that behind their raging growth of prosperity, a nervous generation lies. One of the most significant roles of the nervous generation of both eras was the intolerant attitudes. The 1920’s was the age of the Red Scare, where Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer (the “Fighting Quaker”) used a series of raids to round up and arrest 6,000 suspected communists. The Red Scare cut back free speech and sent mass hysteria through the country. In 1922, Nicola Sacco and Bartolommeo Vanzetti were arrested and convicted of murdering a Massachusetts paymaster. The two accused were Italians, atheists, anarchists, and draft dodgers, the courts were very prejudiced against them and the intolerant attitudes showed evident in their case. This 1920’s notion is almost identical to the 1950’s McCarthyism. In the 1950’s a man by the name of Joseph McCarthy took the stage and proceed to claim that the state department held tons of communists. Although McCarthy could not prove his accusations, many followed the anti-scare raid including President Eisenhower who did little to pacify McCarthy. Another intolerable attitude during both the 1920s and 1950s was the discrimination against African Americans. The Ku Klux Klan was in its prime in the 1920’s and held the stage for lynching, hanging, and intimidation toward blacks. The resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan appeared during the civil rights movement of the 1950’s where the anti-attitude kept strong against the progressive rights of blacks. The twenties and fifties of booming technology, innovative music, and the “good ol’ days” held a feeling of fear and angst which created mass hysteria of intolerable attitudes across the country. 


In Conclusion, various literary developments and increasing intolerant attitudes were very similar in the 1920’s and 1950’s. 
FRQ# 13   Women in the Mid-Twentieth Century


The mid 1900’s brought about massive changes to the social standings of women 

in the United States; who’s career opportunities, styles, and social acceptability were

frequently being influenced by the media and pop culture of the nation, as well as the 

influx of men in the armed services due to the draft.   


Society surrounding women in the mid nineteen hundreds, especially pop culture and media, altered women’s lives in a much more positive direction than previously experienced. With the technological advances and increased opportunities for women in the United States, women’s lives seemed to gain more worth and respect. Although their opportunities were not as expansive as men’s, there was a certain step forward. For example, women strived in literature; poetry and novels overflowed from women desiring to express their feelings. For instance, poet Edna St. Cincent Millay wrote strong feministic poems such as “Thursday”, about a woman quickly moving on from her previous man. Poems like this seemed to strike the outdated thoughts that women should be completely dependent on their male counterpart. Women’s styles also became more risqué due to the types of media being released.  For example, women began showing public affection for actors and musical icons of that time. Females emerged in the Hollywood industry, such as Marilyn Monroe. More notably, women began displaying public interest in male idols of the time, such as James Dean and The Beatles. A good representation of this would be the emergence of Elvis Presley into the mainstream. Women went crazy for the “sexual”, hip-gyrating crooner. To older folks, the women may have come off as harlots for showing desire for this type of entertainment; however, to the young generation, it was a way to let loose from the conservative, high-buttoned, long-skirted society that the country had just emerged from. Due to the change in culture, women were being allowed to experience life to its fullest, rather that having to stay at home as the stereotypical housewife.

The wars that took place in the mid-twentieth century largely helped women raise their statutes in the United States. World War one, for example, called on women to take the men’s places in the job field. This created more opportunities for them in life, and had them out in the streets working, rather than just at home. The women had always been a sort of oppressed group, pushed to the back, and told to stay home to raise the children. However, because of the wars that occurred in the twentieth century, many women emerged from their homes to find a new life accompanying new opportunities. In World War two women were called on to join the army, making groups such as: the WAACs, WAVEs, and SPARs. These new options for women to join the army, navy, coast guard, as well as helping with the nursing on the fields, contributed to the increase of women’s opportunities. The women now could leave the home to become something else, and could be equal to men in a sense that they could not have been before. Of course, they were still segregated, but these new groups still helped increase their choices in life. Another thing that the wars did for the women was that more women were now needed in the factories. However, once the men came home from the war, many of the women were pushed back into the shadows- in the First World War at least. Yet, in the Second World War, the women had more lasting jobs, ones that continued even after the war had ended. A lot of women kept their jobs in the factories, and other places where they had found work during the war. The wars that occurred in the mid-twentieth century largely increased women’s roles in society, as well as their importance in the United States.

The twentieth century’s wars, music, and literature (etc), had a great influence on 

the viewpoint of women’s social status within the United States, as well as increased their 

opportunities and in a way freedom from the conservative nature of the nation’s past 

generations. 

