2012-2013 Syllabus  Advanced Placement Government and Politics  Mr. Green

Phone Extension: 2356                                                                                       Room: P20A/B

Email: hgreen@syvuhsd.org / hgreen53@gmail.com 

Webpage: http://sycpushistory.yolasite.com/ 

   Smartphone Webpage Appp : http://www.appsgeyser.com/197640  

      Welcome to Mr. Green’s AP American Government and Politics class! What follows is important information about this course. You will need this information to succeed in this class, so please read through these materials, share them with your parents, and keep them for future reference. All assignments and important class information/handouts/study links are posted on my website.

Course Objective

While this class is designed to prepare you to pass the AP exam for American Government, which each student will be expected to take, the fundamental goal is for students to understand the principles, organization, and responsibilities of the American government. We will do this by studying the history and institutions of the American government with a critical approach. We will use primary documents such as the Constitution, Federalist Papers, and newspaper and magazine articles extensively..

We will approach this material using a variety of activities including, but not limited to, the following: 

A. Daily Reading and quizzes 

B. Unit Exams

C. Papers and reports

· Current Issue Reports

·  Position Papers

· Group Research

                  D. Issue Discussions/Debates, and simulations.

All of the above will be factors in determining your grade. If you come to class regularly, prepare for class by doing the assigned reading, and participate in the activities while you are here, you will most likely succeed.

Grading

The standard grading scale for SYVUHSD will be use for this course. There is a substantial amount of material to be learned this term, thus there will be homework on a daily basis, including weekends. These assignments will usually be reading followed by a reading quiz. Your consistent attendance and participation in these is required.

When papers (homework, writing assignments, etc.) are returned to you, you should keep them in a three-ring binder. You should use these as well as your class notes to create a study guide for the tests and the AP exam. In other words, maintaining a thorough, well-organized notebook with complete notes will be to your advantage. We also recommend purchasing note cards so that you can memorize the vocabulary that may be on the midterms.

In our age of the proliferation of information it is vital that people remain up to date on issues in the world around them. The Founding Fathers called this an “informed electorate,” and said it was necessary in order for a democracy to function. 

You will periodically write Position Papers. I will present you with a prompt on an issue for which you will have provided pro and con readings, and will require you to take a personal position on the issue.  Your position paper must explore the issue (such as warrantless searches), and provide an exploration of not only your position, but the strength and weaknesses of the counter-position. This will also be a 2-page report, with 12 point font.

There will be a Congressional Simulation second semester, in which you will play the role of a United States Congressman/woman in the US House of Representatives.  You will put into practice your knowledge of Congress, bill writing, committee strategies, logrolling, partisanship, and ample opportunities to debate and deal from committee settings to a full dress floor session of Congress!

Finally, you will be asked to do practical research on government topics through Group Research.  In the past, topics such as Public Opinion polling, Special Interest Groups, Political Party Affiliation, and Lobby groups have been subjects for group research.  These topics typically involve Internet research, field work (e.g. interviewing citizens), and a group presentation involving visuals/multimedia.

Policies and Procedures

If you are absent, homework that was assigned while you were here is due the day you return to class. Better yet, email Mr. Green your assignment the day it is due. For homework assigned while you were out, you will have the same amount of time to make up the assignments as you were absent. For example, if you were absent for two days, you have two days to make up the work. Please write "Absent" and the date of your absence(s.)

Participation:  You are expected to take an active and positive part in every class meeting.  As such, there will be multiple participation grades of (50 or 100 points) at every grading period.  If you come prepared to class, stay on task, take an active and engaged part in every whole class, group and pairing discussion and activities, you should score well in this regard.  Positive and reasoned discussions are fundamental not only to our Federal Republic, but are essential to a critical and deep exploration of the multifaceted issues facing our government and society.  Let the great democratic discussions begin!

Units

We will study six aspects of United States Government and Politics, which will structure our units in this course. They are: 

I.
Constitutional Underpinnings

II.
Political Beliefs and Behaviors

III.
Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

IV.
Institutions of National Government

V.
Public Policy

VI.
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

     Please do not hesitate to call (688-6487 X2356) or email Mr. Green(hgreen53@gmail.com or hgreen@syvuhs.org ) throughout the year with any questions. I will return your calls/emails as soon as possible. 

     I look forward to our year together!

Sincerely,

Mr. Green

