AP US History

Thesis Mini-Workshop

Mr. Green

Directions:  

1. After considering the American Revolutionary Era Free Response prompt, individually read and rate each student thesis on the following scale:

 1-3  (LOW)       =Off Prompt to Poorly worded thesis – in need of major revision.

 4-6  (MEDIUM) = Adequately worded thesis- in need of minor to  moderate revision. 

7-10 (HIGH)      =Good to Excellent thesis – in need of minor to no revision.

2. After rating all prompts, discuss which thesis/theses you consider to be in the “High” Range.  What qualities can you identify which places each thesis in that range? Next, discuss which you consider to be in the “Low”, and what qualities place them in that range.

3. Choose one Low or Medium prompt as a group, and edit the thesis to improve its rating.   Be ready to share the results with the class, and commentary on what decisions were made to improve the thesis.

Prompt: 

   How legitimate were Revolutionary Era colonial complaints against the English King and Parliament?  In a well-constructed essay that focuses not only on so-called “taxation without representation”, but also on other perceived abuses, identify and evaluate the legitimacy of complaints in the colonial Revolutionary Era.

Thesis 1:

Many complaints made by the Americans against the English King and Parliament were legitimate, however the Americans often undermined their argument through their rash actions.  The British decrees affected the Americans both economically and politically.

Thesis 2: 

Although the Revolutionary Era colonial complaints against the British rule were largely legitimate in their conditions of personal and economic oppression, many grievances were heavily exaggerated.

Thesis 3:

  Throughout the years of 1763-1775 the colonists of America cried and bickered about the taxes that the British were forcing on them.  Colonists did have a right to complain, but most intolerable Acts that were placed upon them were results of their violence against the British.

Thesis 4:

   In the Revolutionary Era, the colonists were completely justified in their complaints against the British government, because they were being restricted in trade, confined into set land boundries, and mercilessly taxed without proper representation.

Thesis 5: 

     The colonies complaints were appropriately legitimate in regards to Britain’s sudden overbearing presence in colonies, their lack of representation in Parliament, and their inability to move West.

Thesis 6:

     Prior to the American Revolution, many of the more violent acts of defiance the colonists displayed towards the Crown were in regards to taxation.  However, taxation was not the only legitimate grievance the colonists had against Royal authority.  Among these grievances were the restrictions the British placed on Western migration over the Appalachians, the effective dissolution of political and judiciary colonial autonomy by the Crown, and the appallingly generous peace terms granted to the French after the French and Indian War. 

Thesis 7:

   During the Pre-Revolutionary colonial times, the 13 colonies complained about many British measures.  Their complaints, however, had varying legitimacy.  The colonies refusal to pay taxes did not have a good foundation, but their complaints of Western expansion and of too much British interferences in trade had a large basis.

Thesis Rewrite/Edit:

