AP Government – Mr Green

1st Quarter Assessment (2014)
1. Using the following graph complete the following tasks:

a. Identify two trends represented in the graph.

b. Using your knowledge of American politics, give two explanations for each trend.
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2. In the United States political system, there are several linkage institutions that can connect citizens to government. Elections constitute one such institution. Because of low voter turnout, elections represent an imperfect method of linking citizens to their government. Even when there is low voter turnout, however, other linkage institutions or involvements can connect citizens to government.

(a) Describe how two of the following is related to the likelihood of voting.

• Age

• Religion
• Income

(b) Identify one current government electoral requirement that decreases voter turnout. Explain how it decreases voter turnout.  

(c) Identify one linkage institution or involvement other than elections, and explain two ways it connects citizens to government.
3.  Since the 1950s party membership has declined, and voting behavior has seen an increase in split-ticket voting. Using your knowledge in American politics, explain the following: 
a. Party identification is influenced by a variety of factors, the strongest among which is one’s family. Identify three other general factors and discuss how each influences party identification.

b. Whether a voter is conservative or liberal is generally influenced by multiple factors.  Explain how two of the following influences a person to identify as liberal or conservative:  Education / Urban or Rural residence / Ethnicity / Income
b. Membership in political parties is on the decline. What is the current trend in voter registration?  What influence has this trend had on recent presidential and mid-term elections?
4.  There are several different approaches to representation within a democratic political system.

  a. Define direct democracy

  b. Define republican form of government

  c. Describe one reason the framers of the United States Constitution chose a republican form of government over a direct democracy.

  Political parties play important roles in United States elections and government institutions.  Over the past several decades the influence of political parties in elections has declined.

d.  . Describe two important functions of political parties in the United States elections.

e.    Explain how each of the following factors has weakened the influence of political parties over the political process :  Direct primaries  AND Candidate-centered campaigns
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