1st Semester Exam Essay Prompts • AP Government •  Mr. Green 2012

1. Explain the demographic 

Characteristics associated with non-voting. What are the institutional obstacles associated with non-voting.  To what extent has the decline in voter turnout affected our democratic system?
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below.

1. The United States Constitution has endured for more than two centuries as the framework of government.
However, the meaning of the Constitution has been changed both by formal and informal methods.

a. Identify two formal methods for adding amendments to the Constitution.

b, Describe two informal methods that have been used to change the meaning of the Constitution. Provide
one specific example for each informal method you described.

Explain why informal methods are used more often than the formal amendment process.
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The graph above shows reelection rates for incumbents in the House and Senate. From this information and your
Knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

a. Tdentify two patterns displayed in the graph.

[ i

Attachmerts

b Identify two factors that contribute to incumbency advantage. Explain how each factor contributes to
incumbency advantage.

@

Discuss one consequence of incumbency advantage for the United States political process.
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2. The graph above shows reelection rates for incumbents in the House and Senate.  From this information and your knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

   *Identify two patterns displayed in the graph.

                         *Identify two factors that contribute to incumbency advantage.  

        *Explain how each factor contributes to incumbency advantage.                                                                   

*Discuss one consequence of incumbency advantage for the United States political process.
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                 4.  In an essay, discuss to what degree the President has a more dominate role in Foreign and Military policy than both Congress and the Supreme Court. Include the role of THREE of the following: (A) Formal and informal Presidential powers (B) Formal and informal Congressional powers ( C) The War Powers Act (D) Supreme Court reactions to Presidential decisions in Foreign/Military Policy.

5.  Many Americans believe that the proliferation of interest groups represents a threat to our democratic system. Others believe that with so many, we have succeeded in “curing the mischiefs of faction.” Evaluate these arguments making sure to:

Explain why there are so many interest groups in America

Describe the activities of interest groups  both positive and negative.

“The Revolving Door” and it influences

6. The three obstacles listed below have made it difficult for Congress to enact significant campaign finance reform. 

· Soft money and 527 Organizations

· Citizens United v. the Federal Elections Commission.

· Incumbency advantages

Write on TWO of the obstacles. For each obstacle, provide both of the following.

(a) a brief description of the obstacle.

(b) An explanation of how the obstacle has made it difficult for Congress to enact significant campaign finance reform.

