AP Government – H. Green

3rd Quarter FRQ exam -2015
Prepare for all five of the following FRQs.  You will be answering ONE of the following on the upcoming 3rd Quarter exam.
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2011 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Directions: You have 100 minu
pond to all parts of all w minutes to plan and outlin
s roximately one e stion. In your response, u:
s as the g

es many appeals, but it hears and rules on a small percentage of case:
actions of the Court, both in deciding to hear a case and in the
decisions it hands down.
Define judicial review.
Explain how judicial review empowers the § ourt within the system of checks and balas
Describe t surt grants a writ of certiorari

s decisions made by individual justices when d
o Judicial activism

2. Public opinion polls are a way to link the public with ¢
understand the views of their constituents, but they must also pay

Identify two characteristics of a valid, scientific, public opinion poll.

Explain why each of the following enhances the influence of public opinion on the voting
members of Congress.

«  Strong public opinion as expressed in polling results

« Compeitive re-clections

Explain why each of the following limits the influence of public opinion on the voting decisions of members
of Congress.

o Legislators’ voting records

o Party leadership
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Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline
cach answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use
substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered
below.

1. Individuals often form groups in order to promote their inter
that protect the rights of individuals who try to promote their interests in a representative democ

() Explain two provisions in the Bill of Rights that protect individuals who try to influence politi

(b) Interest groups engage in a variety of activities to affect public policy. Explain how each of the following is
used by interest groups to exert influence over policy.
Grassroots mobilization
o Lobbyingo
o Litigation

Describe one specific federal governmental regulation of interest groups.

. The federal bureaucracy as part of the ive branch exercises substantial independence in implementing
governmental policies and programs. Most workers in the federal bureaucracy a service employees who
are organized under a merit system.

(a) Describe one key characteristic of the merit

(b) For each of the following, describe one fac 0 bureaucratic independence.
o The structure of the federal bureaucracy
o The complexity of public policy problems

(©) For each of the following. explain one Constitutional provision that it can use to check the bur
* Cong

The courts
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3. The Supreme Court is intended to be free of political pressure, outside influence and bias, yet some argue it is far from that ideal.  In an essay choose two of the following, and address to what extent each may exert political pressure, influence and/or  bias.
* Partisan Politics in Congress

* Elite influences outside the government

* Interest Groups /Think Tanks
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(6) Using the chart above, de ctween President Barack Obama's judicial appointments ¢ \ \
and those made by President George W. Busl A N X AN T \
(¢) Explain why a president’s party affiliation accounts for differences in presidential appointments to the = =
(@) Describe one way a pre e ¢ having judicial nominations o federal courts } - ¥ -
confirmed. \ )
) \ " — ) a—t
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implementation of public policy.
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2006 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
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ed States C

(@ Explaintwo
deral law

(b) Choose one of the bureaucratic
policy-making discretion AND.

snmental Protection Ag .

lative intent

. itis no
and authority

(@) Discuss two @ ameral legislatu

(b) Identify one power unique to the House of atives and explain why the framers gave the House
that power.

(©) Identify one power unique to the Senate and explain why the framers gave the Senate that power.

SToP

END OF EXAM
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