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1. The United States Constitution has endured for more than two centuries as the framework of government.
However, the meaning of the Constitution has been changed both by formal and informal methods.

a. Identify two formal methods for adding amendments to the Constitution.

b, Describe two informal methods that have been used to change the meaning of the Constitution. Provide
one specific example for each informal method you described.

Explain why informal methods are used more often than the formal amendment process.
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The graph above shows reelection rates for incumbents in the House and Senate. From this information and your
Knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

a. Tdentify two patterns displayed in the graph.
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b Identify two factors that contribute to incumbency advantage. Explain how each factor contributes to
incumbency advantage.

@

Discuss one consequence of incumbency advantage for the United States political process.
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1. One of the most important ways the news media influence politics is through agenda setting.

(a) Define policy agenda.

(b) Explain how the national news media engage in agenda setting.

(c) Explain the primary reason the president tends to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media

attention.

(d) Consider the table above.

• Describe the difference in the viewing patterns of older and younger age-groups.

• Describe the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for all age categories.

(e) Given the information in the table, describe one implication for presidents in their use of the media to

promote their political and policy objectives to the American public.
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Viewers' Ages and Frequency of Viewing of Network Nightly
News: 1974 and 2002 Combined
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65 and older 7

002 Frequently (%) Rarcly (%)
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65 and older 53
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4. One of the most important ways the news media influence politcs is through agenda setting

(@) Define policy agenda.
(®) Explain how the national news media engage in agenda setting.

(©) Explain the primary reason the president tends to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media
atiention

(@ Consider the able above.
© Describe the difference in the viewing patterns of older and younger age-groups.
 Describe the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for all age categories

(@) Given the information in the table, describe one implication for presidents in their use of the media to
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2. The graph above shows reelection rates for incumbents in the House and Senate.  From this information and your knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

  *Identify two patterns displayed in the graph.

                      *Identify two factors that contribute to incumbency advantage

                       *Explain how each factor contributes to incumbency advantage.                                                                   

                       *Discuss one consequence of incumbency advantage for the United States political process.
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4. In an essay, discuss to what degree the President has a more dominate role in Foreign and Military policy than both Congress and Public Opinion. Include the role of THREE of the following:

(A) Formal and informal Presidential powers 

(B) Formal and informal Congressional powers 

( C) The War Powers Act 

(D) Public Opinion rating polls of Presidential and Congressional job performance

5.  Many Americans believe that the proliferation of interest groups represents a threat to our democratic system. Others believe that with so many, we have succeeded in “curing the mischiefs of faction.” Evaluate these arguments making sure to:

*Explain why there are so many interest groups in America

*Describe the activities of interest groups  both positive and negative.

*“The Revolving Door” and it influences

* The  positive and negative effects of the Citizens United v. The Federal Elections Commission decision of 2010 .

6. Congressional reapportionment and redistricting are conducted every ten years. When redistricting is conducted, politicians often engage in gerrymandering.

(a) Define congressional reapportionment and explain one reason why it is important to states.

(b) Define congressional redistricting.

(c) Explain two goals of politicians when they gerrymander during redistricting.

(d) Describe two limits that the United States Supreme Court has placed on congressional redistricting.

