AP Government and Politics – H. Green
Chapters 8-12 FRQ Test 2014
1. Voter turnout is influenced by constitutional provisions, voting laws, and demographics. 

(a) Identify the effect of one of the following amendments on the electorate. 

*Fifteenth Amendment 

*Nineteenth Amendment 

*Twenty-sixth Amendment 

(b) Explain how each of the following factors may affect voter turnout. 

*Motor voter laws 

*Photo identification laws 

(c) Select one of the following demographic features and describe its relationship to the likelihood of a person voting in an election. 

*Education 

*Age 

(d) Explain why voter turnout is different in each of the following. 

*Presidential versus midterm elections 

*Primary versus general elections 

[image: image1.png]2004 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

WEVE GO To PUT
AUEND To OUR  §
SOCIETY'S THROW-
AWAY  MENTALITY..

2000, The Wasington Pos WetersGroup. Repened with perission.

3. Minor parties (third parties) have been a common feature of United States politics.

(a) Describe the. F view expressed about minor parties in the political cartoon above.

(b) Identify and explain how two rules of the United States electoral system act as obstacles to minor-party
candidates winning elections.

() Minor parties make important contributions to the United States political system in spite of the institutional
abstacles to their candidates’ success. Describe two of these contributior

4. Trust and confidence in government have declined in recent decades.

(a) Explain how diy
government. Be sure to include a definition of divided govemnment in

(b) Explain how the increased cost of election campaigns has contributed to the decline in trust
and confidence in government.

(©) Explain two specific consequences of the decline in trust and confidence in government for
individual political behavior.
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2.  Minor parties (third parties_ have been a common feature of United States politics.

a. Describe the point of view expressed about minor parties in the political cartoon above.

b. Identify and explain how two rules of the United States electoral system act as obstacles to minor-party candidates winning elections.

c. Minor parties make important contributions to the United States political system in spite of the institutional obstacles to their candidates’ success.  Describe two of these contributions.

3. The United States Congress has debated a variety of campaign finance reforms over the past two decades.  The proposals debated have included the following:

*Eliminating soft money * Raising limits on individual contributions* Limiting candidates’ personal spending

       a. Select one of the listed proposals and do all of the following: *define the proposal *Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal *Describe one act/law that attempted to achieve the proposal (before the Citizens United v. the FEC ruling.)
       b. Select a different proposal. Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal, and describe an argument that opponents make against the proposal.

      c. Discuss two examples of how the 2012 Supreme Court case of Citizens United v. The FEC has redefined campaign finance in the past 2012 Presidential election.  In addition, give one argument proponents hold to support the decision, and one argument opponents hold against the decision.
4.  Interest groups seek to influence political processes in ways that benefit their members. In doing so, however,
they may not act in the overall public interest.
(a) Describe two techniques interest groups use to influence elections.
(b) Explain how interest groups use each of the following to influence government decision making.
• Issue networks (also known as iron triangles)
• Amicus curiae briefs
(c) Explain how each of the following serves to limit interest group influence.
• The media
• Pluralism
5.  Public opinion polls are a way to link the public with elected officials. Members of Congress often use polls to

understand the views of their constituents, but they must also pay attention to other political considerations.

a. Identify two characteristics of a valid, scientific, public opinion poll.

b. Explain why each of the following enhances the influence of public opinion on the voting decisions of

members of Congress.

• Strong public opinion as expressed in polling results

• Competitive re-elections

c. Explain why each of the following limits the influence of public opinion on the voting decisions of members

of Congress.

            • Legislators’ voting records

• Special Interest Groups
6. Nominees for the presidency of the two major parties are chosen by delegates at national conventions. How these delegates are chosen varies across states and between the political parties.

a. Define each of the following methods used by states to choose delegates to party conventions.

• Open primary

• Caucus

b. Republican Party rules permit winner-take-all primaries. Describe one consequence of this rule for the Republican nomination process.

c. The Democratic Party has used superdelegates in the presidential nominating process since 1984. Explain why the use of superdelegates increases the influence of party leaders in the Democratic nomination process.

d. Explain why a candidate’s strategy to win the nomination is often different from the strategy developed to win the general election.

